Docket No. 3501-1075 
Appln. No. 10/684,498 

REMARKS 

The application has been amended and is believed to be 
in condition for allowance. 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the indication 
that claims 16 and 36 are directed to allowable subject matter. 

The previously pending claims have not been amended. 

New claims 39-41 have been added, depending 
respectively from each of the independent claims. Support for 
the new recitations can be found at least from paragraphs [0033], 
[0039] , and [0040] . 

Claims 1-7, 11-14, 17, 30-31, and 37 have been rejected 
as anticipated by DEHENENNAU, and claims 8-10, 14-15,. 32-35, and 
38 as obvious over DEHENENNAU. 

Applicants respectfully disagree. 

There is no teaching in the reference concerning 
removing water or coloring a product using a water-reactive 
material . 

The reference teaches forming a molding composition by 
incorporating cellulose fibers into a molten mixture comprising a 
polyolefin and unsaturated organosilane . The organosilane is 
added to react with the hydroxyl groups of the fibers and graft 
onto polyolefin, thereby forming a coupling system between the 
fibers and the polyolefin. There is no disclosure that the 
coupled system is water reactive. 
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Further, claim 1 has been amended to emphasize that the 
water-reactive material is being added to react with the water 
present in said natural fiber material and released from said 
natural fiber material to remove the water present in said 
natural fiber material and to remove the water released from said 
natural fiber material . 

There is no teaching or suggestion of this step in the 
applied reference. Nor does the Official Action take this 
position . 

Accordingly, claim 1 is non-obvious. 

Claim 30 recites altering the natural fiber material by 
reacting the water-reactive material with water. The applied 
reference makes no teaching of altering the natural fiber 
material through a water reaction. Accordingly, there is no 
suggestion to provide a water-reactive material for the purpose 
of altering the natural fiber material through water reaction. 

The claim has been amended to expressly recite altering 
the natural fiber material to remove the water , within the 
apparatus, by reacting the water-reactive material with the water 
present in the natural fiber material or released from the 
natural fiber material. 

Thus, this claim is also non-obvious . 

Claim 38 recites ''reacting, within the apparatus, the 
water-reactive coloring agent with the water moisture present in 
the natural fiber material to color the natural fiber material". 
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The reference does not make this teaching. 

Although the reference teaches that coloring agents can 
be added, this passing remark within the reference is not a 
^'water-reactive coloring agent'% nor is there any teaching that a 
water-reactive coloring agent reacting with water present in 
order to color the natural fiber material - 

Absent such teachings, the obviousness rejection is not 

viable . 

As to the new claims, the reference does not teach the 
natural fiber material being added to the materials treating 
apparatus at a first feed section and the binding agent and the 
water reactive material being added to the materials treating 
apparatus at a second feed section separate and different from 
said first feed section. 

Applicants therefore respectfully request 

reconsideration and allowance of all the pending claims. 

Applicants believe the present application is in 
condition for allowance and an early indication of the same is 
respectfully requested . 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
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overpayment to Deposit Account No. 25-0120 for any 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 
C. F.R. § 1 . 17 . 

Respectfully submitted, 
YOUNG & THOMPSON 

Roland E. Long, Jr . , Reg.Nc^j^l, 94 9 
745 South 23'''^ Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Telephone (703) 521-2297 
REL/lk Telefax (703) 685-0573 
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